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Reducing pollution from the transportation sector is critical to Canada achieving its climate targets. That’s why the 
Government of Canada is making it easier for Canadians to purchase, charge and drive electric vehicles (EVs) in 
Ontario and across the country. 

Today, Chris Bittle, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Member of Parliament for 
St. Catharines, on behalf of the Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Natural Resources, announced a 
$250,000 investment in Alectra Energy Services to install 50 Level 2 EV chargers across St. Catharines, Barrie 
and Markham. 

Funded through Natural Resources Canada’s Zero-Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Program, all chargers will be     
available to Ontarians this spring. Alectra Energy Services also contributed more than $710,000, bringing the total 
project cost to more than $960,000.  

Since 2015, Canada has invested a historic $1 billion to make EVs more affordable and chargers more accessible 
for Canadians. These investments are supporting the establishment of a coast-to-coast network of chargers in 
local areas where Canadians live, work and play, while federal rebates of up to $5,000 are helping more 
Canadians make the switch to an EV. 

Budget 2022 proposes to invest an additional $1.7 billion to extend the government’s purchase incentive program 
until March 2025 and to expand the types of vehicle models eligible under the program, which would include more 
vans, trucks and SUVs. In support of the government’s objective of adding 50,000 zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) 
chargers to Canada’s network,  Budget 2022 also provides an additional $400 million to NRCan for deploying 
ZEV infrastructure complemented by $500 million that Canada’s Infrastructure Bank will invest in large-scale ZEV 
charging and refuelling infrastructure that is revenue generating and in the public interest. 

These investments are yet another step in reaching Canada’s target of ensuring all new passenger vehicles sold 
in Canada are zero-emission by 2035. And just like investments in everything from clean technology to nature 
protection, today’s announcement is part of achieving Canada’s ambitious climate change goals to build a 
cleaner, healthier and affordable future for all Canadians. 
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Quotes 

“We’re making electric vehicles more affordable and charging more accessible where Canadians live, work and 
play. Investing in more EV chargers, like the ones announced today in St. Catharines, Ontario, will put more 
Canadians in the driver’s seat on the road to a net-zero future and help achieve our climate goals.” 

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson 



● Transportation accounts for 25 percent of total greenhouse gas emissions in Canada.
● Investments in charging infrastructure made so far will result in more than 25,000 new chargers coast to

coast.
● To date, over 136,000 Canadians and Canadian businesses have taken advantage of the federal

incentive to purchase a zero-emission vehicle.
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● Alectra Energy Services
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“Canadians expect clean air, good jobs and a strong economy. Smart investments, like the one here today, in 
expanding electric vehicle charging capacity, are crucial for St. Catharines and communities across Canada. 
These investments support our auto sector and make it easier for Canadians to transition to zero-emissions 
vehicles.” 

Chris Bittle 
Member of Parliament for St. Catharines 

“Having declared a climate emergency in 2019, the City of St. Catharines is committed to protecting the 

environment and taking action to mitigate climate change. So we are proud to partner with Alectra Energy 

Services and Natural Resources Canada to build this vital infrastructure. These investments, and the increase of 

electric vehicles in our community, will help us become a national leader in sustainable transportation.” 

Walter Sendzik  

Mayor of St. Catharines 

“Alectra now has over 200 public EV charging stations in operation or in development across our service territory. 

We’re proud to partner with municipalities including Barrie, Markham and St. Catharines to install chargers in 

places our customers work, play and gather, as we strive to be part of the solution in fighting climate change.” 

Brian Bentz 
President and CEO, Alectra Inc. 

Quick Facts 

● Zero-Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Program
● Electric Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Infrastructure Deployment Initiative
● Zero-Emission Vehicle Awareness Initiative
● Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Demonstration Program
● Go Green With Electric Vehicles
● Electric Charging and Alternative Fuelling Stations Locator
● 2030 Emissions Reduction Plan: Clean Air, Strong Economy
● Investing in Canada Plan Project Map
● Green Infrastructure programs
● Zero-emission vehicles: Incentives
● Building a green economy: Government of Canada to require 100% of car and passenger truck sales be

zero-emission by 2035 in Canada

https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-transportation/zero-emission-vehicle-infrastructure-program/21876
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-transportation/electric-vehicle-alternative-fuels-infrastructure-deployment-initiative/18352
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-transportation/resource-library/zero-emission-vehicle-awareness-initiative/22209
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/climate-change/green-infrastructure-programs/electric-vehicle-infrastructure-demonstration-evid-program/20467
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/efficiency/transportation/19198
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/transportation/personal/20487#/find/nearest
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/emissions-reduction-2030.html?utm_campaign=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_source=canada-ca_emissions-reduction-plan
http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/map
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/climate-change/green-infrastructure-programs/19780
https://tc.canada.ca/en/road-transportation/innovative-technologies/zero-emission-vehicles
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2021/06/building-a-green-economy-government-of-canada-to-require-100-of-car-and-passenger-truck-sales-be-zero-emission-by-2035-in-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2021/06/building-a-green-economy-government-of-canada-to-require-100-of-car-and-passenger-truck-sales-be-zero-emission-by-2035-in-canada.html
https://alectrautilities.com/
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